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Sparta, North Carolina
Henderson and White headline festival in Sparta, NC

Entertainment for the Sept. 18, 2010, Mountain Heritage Festival in Sparta, NC, is steeped in tradition. This street festival celebrates the artisans and musical heritage of this Blue Ridge Mountain community and features three distinctive interpretations of traditional music.  Wayne Henderson, Rugby, Virginia, instrument maker and guitar virtuoso, headlines on the main stage.  The Slate Mountain Ramblers, an award winning old-time band, is a special treat for music lovers and traditional dancers.  Alleghany Moon, a home-grown band, offers its blend of traditional and contemporary sounds.  
From 10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., the Festival spreads over a half-mile section of Sparta, North Carolina’s Main Street. Traffic will be closed for a four-block section of downtown for some 100 vendors to sell food, art and crafts. This is the 16th year of this day of craft and entertainment in the Blue Ridge Mountains.
Several thousand visitors are expected. They will also enjoy antique tractors and cars, the festival’s Possum Queen competition, and demonstrations and displays that illustrate the heritage of the mountains. Pony rides and a climbing wall appeal to youngsters. There is no charge for admission. Two planned 50/50 drawings give participants a chance to take home more than just memories of a good time.
The Mountain Heritage Festival is presented by the Alleghany Inn, a locally owned, modern motel in Sparta and is organized by the Alleghany County Chamber of Commerce. 
Sparta is a short drive from the North Carolina Piedmont and I-77. Take exit 83 (northbound traffic only) or exit 85 (southbound traffic) and follow US 21 North approximately 28 miles up the Blue Ridge Mountains. For more information on the festival, call the Chamber of Commerce, 800-372-5473, or visit www.Sparta-NC.com on the Web. Learn about the Alleghany Inn at www.AlleghanyInn.com or call 888-372-2501.
Wayne Henderson is known for his fast “pinch picking” guitar style. He has presented his Appalachian guitar style on several tours entitled “Masters of the Steel String Guitar” (1991-93, 1999-2000).  He has played in the Folk Masters series in Carnegie Hall, at Wolf Trap and at the l997 Olympics in Atlanta, Ga. His instrument making got wide notice as the subject of the book: Clapton's Guitar: Watching Wayne Henderson Build the Perfect Instrument by Allen St. John.  Learn more at www.WayneHenderson.org on the Web. Henderson will share the stage with long-time performing partner and folk singer, Helen White. They are scheduled to play at 11 a.m.

White is a respected old-time fiddler and folk singer. Locally she is best known as the founder of the Junior Appalachian Musicians Program (JAM) which began in Sparta and has since spread to more than a dozen locations in North Carolina and Virginia. Learn more at www.RegionalJam.org on the Web. The Sparta JAM program will be spotlighted on the main stage with performances by several talented youth who open the Festival at 10 a.m. 
The Slate Mountain Ramblers bring to the festival their old-time sound that earned them their third, first-place award at the recent Alleghany Fiddlers Convention. The family band has entertained in three states for over 20 years. They have a large following of fans whose feet start dancing when they play. Founding member and champion fiddler, Richard Bowman, is joined by his wife, Barbara, on bass; his daughter, Marsha, on banjo; and Ted Ashe on guitar. They are scheduled on stage at 2 p.m.
Alleghany Moon was formed by a chance meeting at the Alleghany Fiddlers' Convention in 1999. Founder Bill Joines of Whitehead, NC, is known for his driving guitar sound and his vocal harmonies. Lead singer, Cammie Collier, Union Cross, NC, helps weave the band’s blend of traditional styles with country and blues. The band is rounded out by other talented musicians drawn from the area. They are scheduled to play at 1 and 3:50 p.m. Learn more at www.AlleghanyMoon.com on the Web.
The Foothill Cloggers of North Wilkesboro will entertain with traditional dance steps. They are scheduled for 11:45 a.m. and 12:30 p.m.
The Annual Possum Queen Contest is slated for 4 p.m. in the Alleghany Jubilee, 27 North Main Street. The Rise and Shine Band will play. 
Sonia Joines and Tarras Day will emcee the Main Stage.

“We have some of the most talented traditional musicians on our stage,” Bob Bamberg, director of the Alleghany Chamber of Commerce, said. “This will be a rare treat for fans of mountain music and an introduction to a musical heritage that began in our hills for soon-to-become fans.”

In addition to the arts and craft vendors and entertainment, chain-saw carving, horseshoeing, corn grinding, and tying of fishing flies are just a few of the expected demonstrations. An Ugly Car Show is planned. First-place and last-place trophies will be awarded to the worst and best entries. 

The Alleghany Library, 122 North Main Street, display of its Parkway Photography Entrants will be open to the public Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m., and Saturday from 8:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.  

The Friday Variety Show in the Sparta School Auditorium, 450 North Main Street, kicks off weekend entertainment. Local musicians and comedy highlight the evening fundraiser for Alleghany Memorial Hospital beginning at 7 p.m. Admission is $10 for adults and $4 for children 6 and under.
Saturday, the Alleghany Jubilee, 27 North Main Street, is a favorite of fans of traditional mountain music. Beginning at 8 p.m., a live band plays for square dancing and for those who just want to listen. Admission is $4.

Fans of beach music and classic rock will want to be at the Silver Dollar Music Park, 214 Glade Valley Church Road, Glade Valley, NC, for the Visions Band, a group known for playing a variety of dance favorites. The band plays at 8 p.m. Admission is $8. Come early and enjoy the $8.95 buffet beginning at 6 p.m. 

The Mountain Heritage Festival is made possible by a long list of sponsors, led by the Presenting Sponsor, Alleghany Inn. This locally owned, 65-room, motel has been providing accommodations to travelers in Sparta since 1984. It includes a conference room, guest laundry, on-site restaurant, free wireless Internet and 24-hour staffing.
The Entertainment Sponsor is the Alleghany Arts Council with funds provided by a North Carolina Arts Council Grassroots Grant. 

VIP Sponsors include: Dixie HomeCrafters and Guttering of Charlotte, NC; G&B Energy of Sparta; Imaging Specialists of Sparta; and United Country Foxfire Realty of Sparta.

Rounding out the sponsors are: Alleghany Care and Rehabilitation, Sparta; Alleghany Memorial Hospital, Sparta; Blevins Building Supply, Sparta; Blue Ridge Electric Membership Corporation, Sparta; Carolina Farm Credit, Sparta; Grayson National Bank, Sparta; Life Store Banking and Insurance, Sparta; Mountain Dreams Realty, Sparta; NAPCO, Sparta; Skyline Skybest Communications, Sparta; Tri-State Components, Sparta; and Villages of Ashe, West Jefferson.
More information on sponsors and the Mountain Heritage Festival is located at www.Sparta-NC.com/heritage on the Web. 

Community Events Listing

The Mountain Heritage Festival, a celebration of craft and music, will be held Saturday, Sept. 18, from 10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. in Sparta, NC. Some 100 craft and food vendors will spread out along Sparta’s Main Street. Scheduled performers include Wayne Henderson and Helen White; the Slate Mountain Ramblers, the Alleghany Moon and the Foothill Cloggers. Learn more at www.Sparta-NC.com/heritage or call 800-372-5473.
####

